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was of so excellent a temper; but this makes my case perfectly instructing to others, and proves effectually, that no goodness of the disposition, no excess of affection, no prudent compliances, though they make the case rather better than worse, can yet make up, no, not in the least, or any way balance, the inexpressible deficiency that such a breach in religious matters makes in a family.
Fa. Ay, ay, my dear, I see it now, with a sad heart, but it was far from any of my thoughts then; you owe all the misery of it to my neglect.
Wid. Sir, I dare say you did not mistrust it; I remember you said he had always been a protest-ant when you was at Leghorn, and that you knew he was bred so.
Fa. Ay, my dear; but it was my business to liave inquired further into it: I might easily have known it if I had inquired; for several merchants told me afterwards of it; but I laid no stress upon it; in short, I did not consider the consequences.
Yo. Sist. There is no need to afflict yourself now, sir, about it; my sister is delivered another way, sir, and the thing is over.
Fa. But I am a warning to all parents, that have the good of their children at heart, never to make light of such things, but search them to the bottom; and the more their children depend upon them, the greater is their obligation to be very careful.
Yo. Sist. Well, my sister is delivered from it all now.
Wid. It is a sad deliverance, sister; and it is a dreadful case to be so married, as that the death of a husband should be counted a deliverance; and especially of a good husband too.
Yo. Sist. I do believe he was a good husband indeed, that one particular excepted; but that was a